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Headline: Minister orders probe into Koh Phangan villa projects

ENVIRONMENT

Minister orders probe into
Koh Phangan villa projects

SUPAPONG CHAOLAN

Natural Resources and Environment Min-
ister Suchart Chomklin has ordered an
urgent investigation into villa developments
on Koh Phangan following complaints that
prolonged rock excavation and drilling have
disturbed residents.

Mr Suchart said yesterday he had
instructed the Royal Forest Department to
investigate and coordinate with agencies to
examine land-rights documents and con-
struction permits.

The order followed allegations on social
media that Israeli investors were excavating
and drilling into amountain on land covered
by a Por Bor Tor 5 document to build luxury
villas, Residents alleged the work had caused
noise disturbances for more than a year.

A joint team of forestry, district and local
officials inspected two sites in tambon Koh
Phangan.

At the first site, in Moo 5, officials found
six single-storey villas under construction,

excavated soil for a swimming pool, and evi-
dence of rock excavation and drilling.

A preliminary check found the site was
covered by a title deed held by Prasert Suk-
phon, covering 4 rai, 2 ngan and 12 square
wah.

Construction permit information ident-
fied Undertone Co Ltd as the permit holder,
but the details and status require further
verification.

At the second site, in Moo 8, officials found
four apparently completed two-storey villas,
evidence of rock chipping or drilling, and
rocks used to build walls to prevent soil
movement.

Mr Suchartsaid preliminary findings indi-
cated that both sites had documents showing
land rights. He ordered officials to obtain and
thoroughly examine the documents, con-
struction permits and other records.

Agencies with direct authority will deter-
mine whether the construction and rock
excavation comply with permit conditions
and relevant laws.
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