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- Probe into brazen Korat encroachment steps up (Bangkok Post Oct 19, 2026, page 4)
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Probe into brazen Korat
encroachment steps up
PRASIT TANGPRASERT outside the land reform zone and
had no record of allocation under
A probe into the encroachment thegovernment’s land-for-commu-
of more than 189 rai (about 75 nity-use policy.
acres) of national forest reserves in Mr Suchart instructed the
Nakhon Ratchasima will accelerate Royal Forest Department to
after surveys confirmed it was all  expedite the probe and broaden
protected land. the investigation.
The Royal Forest Department is Royal Forest Department direc-
working with the Department of tor-general Nikorn Sirarotchana-
Special Investigation (DSI), theCen-  non said the department’s special
tral Investigation Bureauand other  operations teams had joined the
agencies to examine land occupied  investigation following a request
and cultivated in Dong Krasangand  from the DSI's regional special
Lam Phaya Klang forestreservesin  operations centre and the Nakhon
Dan Khun Thot district. Ratchasima forest resources man-
Natural Resources and Environ-  agement office.
ment Minister Suchart Chomklin A complaint had been filed
said surveys using drones and underthe National Reserved Forest
land-boundary data found the Act 1964 and the Forest Act 1941.
area covered 189 rai and 52 square  The case is registered as a criminal
wah, planted with cassava, maize case, he said.
and sugar cane. Officials have compiled addi-
Thedepartment’s databasecon-  tional inspection findings and
firmed the entire area fell withinthe  investigative records for submission
national forest reserves. to DSI investigators as evidence in
It was excluded from land des- the case. Further proceedings will
ignated for agricultural reform, lay  follow under the law.
News ID: C-261019001050 (19 Oct 26/03:53)
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