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CHANTHABURI

Reservoir plan gets green light

APINYA WIPATAYOTIN
MONGKOL BANGPRAPA

The Royal Irrigation Department will
press ahead with the Khlong Wang
Tanod reservoir in Chanthaburi, citing
recent cabinet approval and the need
for greater water security.

This comes amid claims circulat-
ing on social media that the reservoir
project was intended to supply water
to support the government’s data
centre investment projects designed
to safeguard electricity security with-
out derailing the country’s ambition to
attract foreign capital.

The department will seek permits to
use forest land for the project without
reducing its planned capacity, despite

a recommendation from the National
Environment Board to scale it down.

Thanet Sombon, spokesman for
the department, said the Bureau of
Large Scale Water Resources Develop-
ment would send letters to the Royal
Forest Department and Department
of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant
Conservation before the fiscal budget
is approved next month.

The cabinet has acknowledged the
7.2-billion-baht project and approved
budget preparations. The department
expects funding to be included in the
next fiscal year, allowing construction
to proceed under a 2028-2033 plan.

Mr Thanet said the department
would retain the planned storage
capacity of 99.5 million cubic metres,
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requiring about 11,000 rai of forest
land, because the cabinet had agreed
to the project.

Meanwhile, Danucha Pichayanan,
Secretary-General of the National Eco-
nomic and Social Development Coun-
cil, spoke to reporters after meeting
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul
at Government House.

When asked about opposition to the
Khlong Wang Tanod Reservoir project
in Chanthaburi, he said the matter was
not discussed with the premier.

He rejected claims circulating on
social media that the reservoir project
was intended to supply water to data
centres, saying: “It is not related at
all. T don't understand how that idea
came about.”
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