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Column: IN Brief: Chinese-run firm exploits resources

Chinese-run firm
exploits resources

ENVIRONMENT: Minister Suchart
Chomklin recently ordered the
Royal Forest Department’s (RFD)
special task force Phayak Phrai

to investigate a company in

Hat Yai district, Songkhla, after
complaints from residents about
foul odours and wastewater from
rubber processing.

Inspections found the company
was illegally occupying 103 rai of
national reserved forest land with
27 structures, without any official
documents. Authorities have filed
charges against six of its executives,
most of whom are Chinese nation-
als. They face allegations of illegal
occupation under the National
Reserved Forest Act. Mr Suchart
stressed no investors or influential
groups will be allowed to exploit
Thailand's national resources
unlawfully. “Regardless of nation-
ality or business group, if the law
is broken, prosecution will follow.
Everyone must be under the same
law,” he said.
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