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Column: IN Brief. Minister orders canal grab probe

Minister orders
canal grab probe

ENVIRONMENT: Natural Resources
and Environment Minister Suchart
Chomklin has ordered a crack-
down on alleged Chinese-linked
encroachment of a public canal in
Rayong province.

The Royal Forest Department
joined forces with the Internal
Security Operations Command and
related agencies to take legal action
following a report of Chinese
investors allegedly filling in land to
expand an industrial facility over
a public canal in Map Yang Phon,
Pluak Daeng district. An inspection
found three affected areas covering
4 rai, 2 ngan and 24 square wah of
public land, with heavy machinery
used to raise land levels about 4
metres above the canal.

The department seized the areas
and submitted evidence to Pluak
Daeng police for legal proceed-
ings under forestry and environ-
mental laws. The department also
gathered evidence to pursue legal
action against those involved.
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