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NEWS THAILAND BUSINESS LIFE GURU LEARNING MULTIMEDIA EVENTS

More than 100 forestry and administrative officials launched an operation to investigate encroachments in the protected forest
area surrounding Freedom Beach, within the Khao Nak Koet National Reserve Forest in Phuket's Muang district on March 24.
(Photo: Achadthaya Chuenniran)

PHUKET: A Phuket MP has called on Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul and senior
environmental officials to urgently tackle alleged mafia activity at Freedom Beach,

warning that delays to act could lead to an assassination attempt against him.

Chalermpong Saengdee, a People’s Party MP for Phuket’s constituency 2, said on
Wednesday tensions have escalated sharply following a crackdown on illegal

encroachment in the Khao Nak Koet National Reserve Forest.

His warning comes after a threatening message circulated online by a local
influential figure, identified only by the initial “L”, suggesting that killing an MP
would result in bail of just 200,000 baht. The post has raised serious concerns over

the safety of those involved in the investigation.

On March 24, Phuket Deputy Governor Rungrueng Thimabut and Mr Chalermpong

inspected the Freedom Beach area, accompanied by more than 100 forestry and



administrative officials, leading to arrests of five suspects on charges of forest

encroachment and land clearing.

The operation followed complaints from residents that influential groups had
seized land, restricted access and intimidated locals and foreign tourists.
Authorities found illegal construction of housing, shops and tourist facilities within

the protected forest.

Further investigations revealed commercial activities and land sales allegedly

conducted within the reserve area.

Mr Chalermpong said the enforcement effort had angered those who stood to lose
benefits from the occupation, leading to online threats, including a message

stating: “Shoot an MP, bail is only 200,000 baht — there’s hope for me.”

The Phuket MP said an image showed the influential figure allegedly selling land
within the national forest reserve to a foreign buyer for more than 10 million baht.
A social media post by his son challenged that the Phuket deputy governor and

the constituency 2 MP would never be able to reclaim the land.

He also noted reports that gunshots had been heard in the area previously,
believed to be acts of intimidation. A forestry official has since requested a
transfer out of the area, citing health reasons, although concerns over safety may

have been a factor.

Calling the situation dangerous, Mr Chalermpong urged the director-general of the
Royal Forest Department, the natural resources and environment minister, and Mr

Anutin to intervene.

“If urgent action is not taken, there could be news of the Phuket constituency 2

MP being the next to be shot,” he said.
Despite the threats, Mr Chalermpong said he would continue to stand firm.

“l will fight for what is right and for national resources. | am not afraid of

influential figures,” he said.
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