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Jungle fun awaits at Mall Lifestore branches

Children and families are invited to
embark on an exciting new journey at
“The Mall Lifestore Jungle Walk 2026:
ATJourney Into A World Of Exotic Won-
ders’ which is running at MCC Hall, 3rd
floor of The Mall Lifestore Bangkapi, Lat
Phrao Road, until Sunday.

A school break adventure like no
other, this is an interactive exploration
space combining excitement, edu-
cation and a meaningful connection
between humans and wildlife.

The immersive event offers thrilling
adventures across four jungle zones,
highlighted by Thailand’s first-ever
mysterious jungle exploration train,
which travels over 200m through a vast
jungle spanning over 3,000m?.

Visitors will encounter over 300
rare and exotic animals including
the only pair of Madagascan spiny-
tailed iguanas in Thailand, the sacred
Thai buffalo with unique auspicious
features, Major Mitchell’s cockatoo
(known as the queen of parrots), sloths,
llamas, squirrel monkeys, camels and
birds-of-paradise.

Other interesting activities
include dinosaur fossil excavation,
close-up animal interactions and a
beautiful snakehead competition
which showecases fish worth over 2 mil-
lion baht.

Tree sapplings are given away
from the Royal Forest Department to
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encourage environmental awareness
among children.

The event will move to The Mall
Lifestore Korat in Nakhon Ratchasima
from April 24 to May 3; The Mall Life-
store Bangkae from May 8-17; and The
Mall Lifestore Ngamwongwan from Oct
15-25.

Entry fee is 60 baht per person, with
tickets redeemable for activity dis-
counts inside the event.

Visit facebook.com/themallgroup.
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Ubon temple faces encroachment case

APINYA WIPATAYOTIN

»The Royal Forest Department has
filed a legal complaint over alleged
forest encroachment at Bo Nam Phra In
Forest Monastery in Ubon Ratchathani
following repeated complaints over the
past two years.

The department said the move was
purely a legal matter and not directed
at monks or temple followers.

Speaking on Friday, director-general
Nikorn Sirarotchananon said officials
found 48 structures covering about 12
rai of forestland outside the area legally
permitted to the monastery.

The complaint was filed without
naming suspects, as no individuals
were present during the inspection.

Mr Nikorn said the temple holds
legal approval for two plots: 15 rai
for monastery buildings and monks’

residences, and about 484 rai desig-
nated for a Buddhist park project jointly
managed by the temple and the Royal
Forest Department under the “Monks
Assisting Forest Officials” scheme.

However, officials later determined
construction had extended beyond
both the permitted area and the pro-
ject boundaries into an additional 12
rai of forest land without authorisation.

He said the department has not
filed charges against the abbot,
monks, nuns or lay followers, nor has
it ordered anyone to vacate the legally
approved zones.

The complaint concerns only the
12 rai found to be encroaching on
forest land. “We must take legal action
without exception when complaints
are received. Otherwise, we could be
accused of neglecting our duties,” Mr
Nikorn said, adding activities within
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the permitted areas can continue
as normal.

He said once judicial proceedings
conclude, the monastery may submit
anew request to use the disputed land.
The department is prepared to con-
sider such an application in line with
its policy of promoting cooperation
between monks and forest officials in
protecting and rehabilitating forests.

Mr Nikorn added the issue could
ultimately be solved amicably, noting
the temple may not have intended to
encroach. He also plans to visit the
monastery after the Songkran holiday
to clarify the situation with the abbot.

Bo Nam Phra In Forest Monastery
was established by a senior monk
widely known as “Phra Sin Kit” The
site has also gained public recognition
for its role in rehabilitating degraded
forest areas.
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