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AGRICULTURE

Alro orders
resorts off
reform land

POST REPORTERS

The Agricultural Land Reform Office
(Alro) has ordered the demolition of
tourism facilities encroaching on agri-
cultural reform land in Khon Kaen,
saying misuse of state land near con-
servation forests is worsening human-
elephant conflict.

Operators have been given 30 days
to remove the structures and return the
plots to agricultural use.

The decision follows a Senate com-
mittee review of rising wild elephant
incursions in Si Chomphu district. Law-
makers said the spread of resorts, cafés
and holiday homes on land designated
for farmers, particularly in areas over-
lapping forest reserves, may be intensi-
fying confrontations between elephants
and local residents.

The issue was raised on Thurs-
day at a meeting chaired by Senator
Cheewaphap Cheewatham, which
also discussed the case of “Seedor Hu
Pab’} a wild elephant that died on Feb
3 during an operation to relocate itto a
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wildlife sanctuary. The move followed
a court order directing the Department
of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant
Conservation (DNP) to remove four
elephants considered a threat to farm-
ers in Phu Wiang district.

At the meeting, officials were asked
to examine tourism operations on
Alro land overlapping national forest
reserves and national park zones in
tambon Dong Lan. Representatives
from the DNP, the Royal Forest Depart-
ment (RFD), Alro, the National Land
Policy Committee and environmental
groups attended.

Akkaradet Rompho-yen, director of
Alro’s Land Management Office, said
inspections found Yai Ta Resort and
Jaopa Café had used reform land for
commercial tourism in violation of Alro
regulations. A notice issued on Feb 19
ordered YaiTa Resort to dismantle non-
agricultural structures within 30 days
or face possible revocation of land-use
rights and legal action.

The RFD alsoreported irregularities.

Kosin Nilrat, director of the Forest
Protection and Forest Fire Control
Office, said the Yai Ta Resort plot
changed registered holders in 2021
and had been designated as commu-
nity-use forest land pending provincial
review. Investigators also found Jaopa
Café occupying about 12 rai with two
buildings erected despite evidence of
forest encroachment.
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