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Temple faces
probe over
land grab

Saraburi monks in
trouble over plot

POST REPORTERS

A Saraburi forest monasteryis accused
ofillegally occupying more than 2,000
rai of state land to build meditation
huts and host concerts.

The Agricultural Land Reform
Office (Alro) and the Royal Forest
Department are preparing to file
a police complaint against Wat Pa
Chana Jai, a forest monastery in
Saraburi, over the alleged illegal occu-
pation of more than 2,000 rai of Sor
Por Korland.

The temple in Muak Lek district
allegedly used the reform land —
allocated strictly to landless farmers
— tohost concerts and build monastic
residences and meditation huts sold
to followers for 500,000 baht each.

Representatives of the temple and
the Pa Chana Jai Foundation for Peace
said they are willing to clarify the situ-
ation, and are collecting documents
related to originalland ownership and
funding sources to explain the facts.

Pol Maj Gen Anake Taosuphap,
commander of the Natural Resources
and Environmental Crime Suppres-
sion Division, said authorities are
gathering evidence to lodge a com-
plaint this week.

“Several people who claim they
were misled into donating money
or joining activities also plan to file
complaints,’ he said, adding police are
tracing financial transactions linked to

News ID: C-260223001024 (23 Feb 26/02:45)

& www.dataxet.co

the temple’s multiple bank accounts.

Clear evidence of encroachment
was found at two locations. One is
“Ariya village’, involving the construc-
tion and sale of 500,000-baht units,
including electricity poles and pre-
fabricated houses.

The other is a steep mountain
area allegedly developed into a Bud-
dhist park and marketed as a first-
light viewpoint.

The fundraising is under scrutiny,
as selling the huts constitutes fraud.
Sor Por Kor land is a government
“right to farm” certificate that cannot
be sold, bought or mortgaged, and
must be used solely for agriculture.

Meanwhile, Kruba Chaiwat, the
monastery’s abbot, failed to appear
at a scheduled press briefing.

Investigators plan to summon
the abbot, who graduated in nurs-
ing before entering the monkhood
in 2023.

His lawyer, Surasak Meechai,
said Kruba Chaiwat had been hos-
pitalised due to a heart condition
and exhaustion.

Mr Surasak claimed the temple was
originally established on 13 rai ofland
donated by villagers. If checks confirm
the area remains Sor Por Kor land,
the foundation is ready to restore the
forest to its rightful owners, he said.

The lawyer added the faith of locals
was the key to whether the project
could proceed.

Separately, a senior nun defended
Kruba Chaiwat’s teachings and
rejected criticism from a former nun,
claiming the accuser has a history of
mental health issues, including hear-
ing voices and attempted suicide.
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