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NACC backs land
claim against ex-MP

Thanaphat ‘illegally
held sanctuary plots’

POST REPORTERS

The National Anti-Corruption Com-
mission (NACC) has ruled there are
grounds for claims of serious ethi-
cal misconduct against Thanaphat
Kittiwongsa, a former MP for Chan-
thaburi from the Palang Pracharath
Party (PPRP).

The ruling is linked to unlawful pos-
session of land within Khao Soi Dao
Wildlife Sanctuary in Chanthaburi.

Surapong Intharathaworn, secre-
tary-general of the NACC, said yes-
terday the commission resolved that
Lt Col Thanaphat illegally held three
plots ofland totalling 94 rai, 1 ngan and
59 square wah inside the protected
forest area, despite lacking legal eligi-
bility to occupy or use the land.

According to an NACC inquiry, in
2014, Lt Col Thanaphat purchased the
three plots located in Soi Dao district
from previous occupants. The land is
situated within the wildlife sanctu-
ary designated under Revolutionary
Council Announcement
No0.200 on Aug 26, 1972.
After acquiring the land, he
used it for his own personal
benefit, including cultivat-
ing a longan orchard and
constructing a residential
building, for which he per-
sonallyapplied for a house
registration number.

The commission found
that after he was elected an
MP on March 24, 2019, Lt
Col Thanaphat continued to occupy
and exploitthe land. In his asset decla-
ration submitted upon taking office, he
listed the three undocumented plots as
assets belonging to his spouse.

The NACC also found that during
a land occupation survey conducted

Thanaphat: Skirted
the law

on May 11, 2020, Lt Col Thanaphat
arranged for his son to present himself
as the land occupier, despite knowing
thatneither he nor his family members
were legally authorised or eligible for
any exemption to reside or farm in the
__protected area.

i Investigators concluded
that Lt Col Thanaphat did
not qualify as an original
land occupier recorded by
the Royal Forest Depart-
ment under a cabinet reso-
lution passed on June 30,
1998, nor as a lawful heir,
as land within protected
forests cannot be legally
transferred. He was also
found ineligible for relief
measures intended for landless or
low-income individuals under NCPO
Order No. 66/2014.

At the time, Lt Col Thanaphat was
serving as an MP and was a member
of a House committee studying land
issues and land title issuance.
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