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Headline: Hilltop plot seized after landslides

Clip: Black/White

DEPT TAKES BACK o RATIN PHUKET

Hilltop plot
seized after
landslides

ACHADTHAYA CHUENNIRAN

»The Royal Forest Department (RFD)
yesterday seized about 5 rai of land
at the top of Nak Koet hill in Phuket’s
Muang district believed to be linked
to the Aug 23 landslides that killed
13 people.

Sorasak Rananan, director of
Phuket’s Royal Forest Centre, said the
land, located in the Wat Phra Yai temple
ground, was part of a reserve forest.

An initial investigation found a car
park was built in the monastery area
without permission.

Mr Sorasak said the RFD has filed the
complaint with the Karon police station
and the land seizure has been declared.

A land encroachment charge had
been pressed against the Phra Ming
Mongkul Satthra 45 Foundation, the
operator of the hilltop temple, he said.

Karon police chief Pol Col Khundet
na Nongkhai said an investigation has
been conducted to find out whether the
temple was responsible for the incident.

The landslides following heavy rains
in the early hours of Aug 23 resulted
in 13 deaths and more than 50 dam-
aged properties.

The incident prompted local forest
authorities to formally lodge a com-
plaint against those responsible.

Suphon Wanitchakun, the president
of the Phra Ming Mongkul Satthra 45
Foundation, has been summoned for
a police inquiry on Thursday, said Pol
Col Khundet.

Bannarak Soemthong, deputy direc-
tor-general of the RFD, said that, in
2020, the temple formally requested
permission to build a gigantic Buddha

News ID: C-240901001020 (1 Sep 24/06:10)

18 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701

The president of

the Phra Ming
Mongkul Satthra 45
Foundation has been
summoned.

KARON POLICE CHIEF,
POL COL KHUNDET NA
NONGKHAI

statue on a 15-rai plot ofland. The per-
mission is still pending the cabinet’s
consideration, he said.

Normally, when such a request to
make use of a forest area is received,
the cabinet has to ask all state agen-
cies concerned for their opinions before
deciding whether to approve it, he said.

The land other than the plot pending
permission needed to be confiscated,
and those who encroached on it must
face legal action, Mr Bannarak said.

As for those who want to visit the
hilltop monastery, they are advised to
avoid visiting the site for now.
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