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Headline: NACC throws ethics book at Pareena

Clip: Full Color

CORRUPTION

NACC throws ethics
book at Pareena

POST REPORTERS

The National Anti-Corruption Com-
mission (NACC) has officially declared
Palang Pracharath Party MP Pareena
Kraikupt guilty of committing severe
ethical misconduct in connection with
the land encroachment case against her.

Ms Pareena deliberately commit-
ted acts amounting to gross miscon-
duct as a lawmaker, an offence under
a revised NACC law, NACC
spokesman Niwatchai L
Kasemmongkol told a press
conference yesterday.

She is the first parliamen-
tarian to be judged guilty by
the NACC of the charge.

The NACC said Ms
Pareena failed to comply
with laws and regulations
governing the conserva-
tion of nature and natural
resources, which are of
national interest, while at the same
time portraying herself as a law-abid-
ing citizen.

As such, the MP violated the stand-
ard of ethics expected of alawmaker.

“Directly or indirectly, an act carried
out by an MP which brings their posi-
tion into disrepute constitutes a severe
infringement of ethics,” he said.

The NACC will now forward the case
directly to the Supreme Court’s Crimi-
nal Division for Political Office Holders
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Pareena: Faces four
charges

without going through the prosecutors.

According to the law, if and when
the court agrees to hear the case, Ms
Pareena will be suspended as an MP
until the court delivers its ruling, as she
would not be able to exercise parlia-
mentary immunity.

If found guilty, she would be stripped
ofher MP status and banned from hold-
ing political office for life.

Ms Pareena, meanwhile, said she has
evidence proving her inno-
cence and has appointed
a team of lawyers led by
Thossapol Pengsom to study
details of the charge, some of
which were new to her.

Her troubles began when
Ruangkrai Leekitwattana, a
former senator, petitioned
the authorities to inspect Ms
Pareena’s poultry farm span-
ning 711 rai in Ratchaburi’s
Chom Bung district.

A Rovyal Forest Department survey
concluded her farm encroached on
public land. It then asked the NACC to
take action against the MP.

The Natural Resources and Environ-
mental Crime Division said it is laying
four charges against Ms Pareena for vio-
lating the National Forest Act, Forest
Reserve Act, Land Actand Environment
Act. The charges carry a maximum pen-
alty of 20 years imprisonment and/or a
fine of 2 million baht.
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