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Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,400

Section: First Section/NATIONAL
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No: -

Ad Value: 31,192

Volume: -
Col.Inch: 22.28

Page: 2(Bottom Right)
PRValue (x3): 93,576

Headline: Thanathorn’s mum in forest land probe

Clip: Full Color

ENCROACHMENT

Thanathorn’s mum
in forest land probe

POST REPORTERS

The mother of Thanathorn Juangroon-
gruangkit could be in trouble after a for-
estry official noted that her ownership
of more than 2,000 rai of forest area in
Ratchaburi could be unlawful.

Mr Thanathorn is the former leader
of the Future Forward Party (FFP), an
opposition party that was dissolved
earlier this year by the Constitu-
tional Court.

Somporn Juangroongruangkit, Mr
Thanathorn’s mother, is president and
CEO of the Thai Summit Group.

Cheewaphap Cheewatham, an offi-
cial at the Royal Forest Department
(RFD), yesterday told the media that an
aerial photo showed most of Ms Som-
porn’s land in question in Ratchaburi
could sit in a public forest zone.

“So far, we have already investigated
70% ofher total land,” Mr Cheewaphap
said. “We're only waiting for the Land
Department to send official documents
to verify the legal status of each plot.”

He said the RFD ran a land survey

News ID: C-200606001018 (6 Jun 20/06:44)
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and investigated the ownership of the
plots. Ttsinitial findings showed that Ms
Somporn has land titles to 3,000 rai of
land in Chom Bung district.

Mr Cheewaphap said the Land
Department has been asked to verify
the accuracy of the landholdings, and
iftheland deeds are found to be unlaw-
fully issued, they will be revoked and
returned to the state.

The investigation into Ms Som-
porn'’s landholdings was launched in
November after Palang Pracharath
Party MP Pareena Kraikupt demanded
an examination into other landholdings
in the district.

She said it was to ensure equal stand-
ards were applied in all cases.

The MP is also accused of land
encroachment and faces four charges
for encroaching on 711 rai of pro-
tected forest.

Theland is part of Ms Pareena’s 1,700
rai poultry farm in the district.

Ms Pareena in November told the
media that she was willing to return the
land if legal issues were found.
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