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PROPERTY

MQDC budgets B50m for community forestry efforts

Magnolia Quality Development Corpo-

ration Ltd (MQDC), a property arm of

the Chearavanont family, is pledging to
spend 50 million baht to support 1,000
families to grow trees for a mixed-use
project, The Forestias, as well as for gov-
ernment agencies and communities.
MQDC president Keerin Chutumstid
said the project, called “Forest for Life’,

will pay 15,000 baht per family to plant

1.2 million saplings over three months.

“The project will help people strug-
gling with the Covid-19 crisis,” Mr Keerin
said. “We will work with communities
through the Buddharaksa Foundation
and The Givers Network.”

With technical support from the Roval
Forest Department, a community net-

work will grow seedlings, launching with

‘Forest for Life’ aims to help 1,000 families
in two phases. Each phase will raise
600,000 seedlings and help 500 families.
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a pilot project at Thung Heang temple
in Chon Buri.

e Covid-19 outbreak has affected
low-income earners, with many losing
jobs or struggling with the cost of living,
Mr Keerin said.

Each family will get three monthly
installations of 5,000 baht for a total of
15,000 baht. They will receive seedlings
from the project and nurture them for
about 90 days before distributing them
to government agencies such as the
Bangkok Metropolitan Administration
for green spaces or the urban seedling
distribution project.

Some will go to The Forestias for
public distribution. Communities that
take care of the seedlings and need green
areas will also receive them.

“We can all see the effects of fewer for-
ests and trees on our quality of life, such
as higher temperatures,” Mr Keerin said.

Hotter weather and more toxic dust
increases health problems, and planting
more trees should help the environment
and provide jobs, he said.

“Communities are expected to look
after the seedlings,” he said.

The project is estimated to help 1,000
families over two phases of 25 million
baht, each of which should raise 600,000
seedlings and help 500 families.

The objective s to help villagers in all
regions. The 1.2 million seedlings used
in this project will be purchased from
communities in the Forestry Depart-
ment’s seedling network, which grows
them to generate income.
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