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Headline: 'lllegal’ coffee shops closed at Doi Suthep

‘Illegal’ coffee shops

- closed at Doi Suthep

Land encroachment
crackdown heats up

APINYA WIPATAYOTIN

Two coffee shops in Chiang Mai’s
Muang district were ordered to shut
down yesterday alter an inspection
found that they were being operated
illegally in an area of Doi Suthep-Pui
National Park.

The inspection of Neo Cafe and
Wild Coffee and Bistro in Moo 1 vil-
lage in tambon Chang Phueak came
as the Department of National Parks,
Wildlife and Plant Conservation
expanded its crackdown on reserve-
forest land encroachment.

Phanatchakon Phothibandit, the
head of the department’s forest protec-
tion squad called a Phraya Suea Unit
which led yesterday’s raids on the two
businesses, said Tosak Laksiri, 46.

The owner of Neo Cafe failed to
show the inspection team documents

proving his ownership or legal right to
make use of the land.

The one-rai plotis pending owner-
ship verification under a June 30, 1998
cabinetresolution, said Mr Phanatcha-
kon, adding that ownership of the plot
was claimed by Sudaphon Laksiri.

Meanwhile, Wild Coffee and Bistro,
which is located on another one-rai
plot in the same vicinity, and whose
ownership is claimed by Phanlak Wan-
itbamrung, is also pending verification
under the same June 30, 1998 cabinet
resolution, said Mr Phanatchakon.

Anuphong Lakman who owned
Wild Coffee and Bistro did not have
any documents to prove he had the
right to make use of the land either,
Mr Phanatchakon said.

Therefore, the forest protection
team lodged a police complaint
against the owners of these two coffee
shops and seized the land for further
investigation, he said.

Meanwhile, on Wednesday, Mae
Rim district office in Chiang Mai
issued a directive ordering all resorts
and other business at Doi Mon Cham

News ID: C-200117001079 (17 Jan 20/02:44)
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in tambon Pong Yaeng and tambon
Mae Raem in the same district to stop
operations within 30 days.

Prior to this announcement, the
Royal Forest Department found a total
of 64 resorts and other accommoda-
tion businesses covering some 30 rai
of land.

The first seven operators of these
businesses had previously faced land
encroachment charges.

Wichit Matha-anankun, the presi-
dent of the so-called Mon Cham agro-
tourism business group, said the dis-
trict office’s directive was totally unfair
on him and other tourism operators in
the Mon Cham area since the order
came right in the middle of the peak
tourism season.

Rooms atmany resorts have already
been fully booked until the end of Feb-
ruary, he said.

“There are many more areas else-
where in the country which are also
being used for tourism purposes
despite not having the proper land
title deeds, why on earth is Mon Cham
being singled out?” he added.
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