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The Secretariat of the United Nations presents its compliments to the Permanent Missions

1golsniiy

of Member States to the United Nations and the Permanent Observersto the United Nationsand - .

has the honour to transmit the following information on the twentieth session of the :
United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF20), which will be held in-person at United Nations
Headquarters in New York from 5 to 9 May 2025, :

In accordance with the programme of work of the United Nations Forum on Forests for
the period 2025-2028, contained in the annex to ECOSOC resolution 2024/15, UNFF20 will
hold technical discussions on the implementation of the United Nations Strategic Plan for Forests
2030 (UNSPF) and will consider activities in support of the thematic priorities for the biennium
2025-2026. The thematic priorities of the Forum at its twentieth session are Global Forest Goals
i, 3 and S of the UNSPF. Key activities in this regard include those undertaken by Member
States, members of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests, regional and subregional
organizations, Major Groups and other stakeholders. Other key issues on the agends include
means of implementation, monitoring, assessment and reporting, communication and outreach.

The Forum will also discuss the interlinkages of Global Forest Goals, and the Sustainable
Development Goals under consideration of 2025, and 2026 sessions of the High-Level Palitical
Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF), as well as other important global forest-related -
developments. The Forum will also consider “dryland forests” under the agenda item on
emerging issues. In accordance with ECOSOC resolution 2024/15, an information paper on the
workload, needs and gaps of the UNFF Secretariat will be considered at UNFF20. As a technical
session, the main outcome of UNFF20 will be a Chair’s summary of the discussions, which may
include proposals by the Chair for consideration in the policy session of the Forum in 2026.

The customary note verbale conveying the formal invitation to UNFF20 will be sent to
Members of the Forum in advance of the Forum session.

The provisional organization or work, and the provisional agenda and annotation of
UNFF20 (in advance unedited format), and some other background documents are available on
the UNFF20 webpage. The advance unedited version of other UNFF20 official documents will
be available on the same webpage as they become available. All other background documents,
including the concept notes for the UNFF20 panels, and an Information Note for UNFF20
Participants containing information on registration and logistical matters will be available on the
UNFF20 webpage in March 2025.



Side events will be heid in-person during UNFFZ0 at lunch time. The guidelines for
UNFF20 side events are available at UNFF Side Events webpage. Requests for side events -
should be submitted (using the side events request form) to the UNFF20 Side Events Focal Point,

Ms. Nadine Souto (nadme souto@un.org), with a copy to Ms. Njeri Kariuki (ngm@m.mg}
by 28 February 2025

As members of the Forum are expected to submit their Voluntary National Report on the
implementation of the UNSPF to the Forum by June 2025, the Secretariat would be grateful if
Members of the Forum could communicate any updates relatedto the name and contact
information of their UNFF National Focal Point exclusively via Note Verbale from their e
~ respective Permanent Missions in New York. Such communication should be sent directly to the
Forum Secretariat at unffi@un.org, with a copy to Ms. Edith Nismke at: niamke@un.otg, as soon

as possible. The latest list of UNFF National Focal Points is avilable at: Lgt_mﬁf_w
Eocal Points.

The Secretariat of the United Nations avails itself of this oppommw o renew its

compliments to the Permanent Missions of Member States to the United Nations and the
Permanent Observers to the United Nations, the assurances of its highest consideration.

6 January ztizs
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RerERencE: UNFF-24-TJ-L-263 5 January 2025

Dear Colleagues,

T wish to refer to ECOSOC resolution 2024/15 in which the Council endorsed
the timeline for the next reporting cycle ta the Forum r the period 2024-2026", The
timeline endorsed by the Council foresaw the establisiment of the online reporting
platform and circulation of the format for national reporting along with the explanatory
notes in January 2025 with the deadline for submission of national reports by UNFF
members in June 2025.

In this respect, it is my pleasure to inform that the UNFF Secretariat, in
consultation with the Advisory Group on reporting to UNFF, has completed the work
on the online reporting platform. The link to the platform for voluntary national
reporting to UNFF and the Explanatory notes for nationai reporting wiil be shared with
the UNFF national focal points later this month. Plemse note that each country wilt
receive one dedicated link to the platform. The dedicated link will be sent to the main
e-mail address on file for the UNFF national focal point of each country. It will be
possible for naticnal focal points to share the link with other experis and relevant
departments from their own country to collaborate on asingle national report.

The online reporting platform will be available in English, Spanish and French.
More detailed instructions, including about the use of the online platform for
submission of the nationai reports to the secretariat, will be available directly on the
online reporting platform.

The capacity-building workshop on reporting to UNFF, which will be held 18-
20 March 2025 at the United Nations Office in Nairobi (UNON), Kenya will be an
opportunity for experts to obtain further guidance in the preparation of national reports.

The deadline for submission of national reports is 30 June 2025. Countries are
encouraged to start work on their national reports early to avoid late submissions.
Submission of the national report will require an official letter from the relevant
national ministry/organization.

You might recall that ECOSOC resolution 2024/15 also requested the secretariat
to make use of information in national reports toward the transparent development of
a short, concise Global Forest Goals Report in close consultation with member
organizations of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests.

The national reports submitted to the UNFF Secretariat are invaluable for the
assessment of the progress towards implementation of the UNSPF. Your national
reports are indeed crucial, as they will provide the basis for the next Global Forest

yetps:. ‘doguments un.org/doc/undet/gen/n24/052/21/5d¢/n2495221 . pdf
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Goals Report, planned for publication in 2026. In case of any questions regarding the
national reports or the online reporting platform, plesse reach out to Mr. Tomasz
Juszezak at the UNFF Secretariat at: juszezakt@un org with cc: to Ms. Nadine Souto
at: nadina.souto@un.org

To nominate a new UNFF national focal point, or to update the contact
information on file, such information should be submitted exclusively by a Note
Verbale from your respective Permanent Mission © the UNFF Secretariat at:
unffi@un.org with cc: to_niamke@un.org. I look forward Lo your active participation in
this reporting cycle and to receiving the national report from your country.

Sincerely,

o]
Juliette Biao
Director of the UNFF Secretariat

To: All UNFE National Focal and Permanent Missions in NY




