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NOTE NO: 2026/134

The New Zealand Embassy presents its compliments to the Ministry of Forelgn Affairs of
the Kingdom of Thailand and has the honour to announce that applications are now open
for the Thematic Short Term Training Scholarships (TSTTS) course on Sustainable,
Resilient and Productive Agri-Food Systems. The scholarship programme, offered by
--the-New-Zealand Ministry of Forelgn Affalrs and Trade, is intended for individuals from
Thalland who are currently working in the Agricultural sector,

Course Detalls

Dates: 1 'March 2027 to 23 March 2027
Location: Wellington, New Zealand

Provider: Massey Unlversity in Palmerston North
Places aliocated: 2

The programme has been created to increase the ‘knowledge and skills of ASEAN
professionals In agricultural sector roles that will léad to improved knowledge of sustainable
agri-food market systems. There will be a particular focis on dimate smart agri-feod
systems and successful value chain management. The course is expected to lead to greater
efficlency and effectiveness within the agricuitural sectors In partigipants’ home countries.
More information Is avalilable on the enclosed programme overview,

Preferred Qualifications
= Officials In mid-level management positions (Director and Deputy Director levels)
« Middle managers from the private sector
+ Non-governmental organisations (NGOs)
Unliversity academics invoived in agri-food systems
Minimum 5 years of wark experience In the Agricultural sector
Intermediate-level English language proficiency
» Baslc computer literacy and numeracy

L]

Interested individuals must apply through the online application portal accessible via the
Kapuhipuhi Wellington Unl Professional website: https://manaakl-tstts.nz/. The appfication
window will close on 11 Qctober 20286. .

The scholarship covers the full cost of the programme, visa costs (excluding passport fees),
accommodation and other programme-related expenses,

The Embassy respectfully requests the Ministry of Forelgn Affairs of the Kingdom of
Thalland to Inform the relevant ministrles of this opportunity, including;

» The Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives
= Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment



For assistance with the appiication process, applicants may contact the Wellington Uni-

Professional Scholarships Team at manaaki-tstits@wup.nz.

The New Zealand Embassy takes this oppoﬁunity to renew to the Ministry of Forelgn Affalrs
of the Kingdom of Thailand the assurances of its highest consideration.

o am

New Zealand Embassy

Bangkok

17 August 2026

Encl. Programme Overview (4 pages)
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Manaaki New Zealand Short Term Training Scholarships
Sustainable, Resilient and Productive Agri-Food Systems
ASEAN 2026-2027

Overview

The New Zealand Government’s Manaaki New Zealand Scholarship Programme is pleased to
offer a Sustainable, Resilient and Productive Agri-Food Systems course for ASFAN scholars,
supported by the New Zealand International Development Cooperation Programme.

The Sustainable, Resilient and Productive Agri-Food Systems course aimis to increase the
knowledge and skills of ASEAN professionals in agricultural sector roles that will lead to
improved knowledge of sustainable agri-food market systems. There will be a particular focus
on climate smart agri-food systems and successful value chain management. The course is
expected to lead to greater cfficiency and effectiveness within the agricultural sectors in
participants' home countries.

This is a four-week (continuous) residential course to be based in the Manawatu campus of
Massey University in Palmerston North, New Zealand, with the concluding session held in the
capital Wellington. As a part of learning on the programmé, this course also comprises a series
of field trips to various agribusiness ventures in the North Island.

This is a fully funded scholarship covering course fees, visa costs (excluding passport fees),
accommodation and other programune rélated expenses.

The design, management and delivery of the programme will be led by Associate Professor
Ranyilan Thiagarajah and is managed and supported by the Massey University team.

While the course does not constitute a formal tertiary gualification it will provide scholars with
unique insights into New Zealand approaches and best practice in cach sectoral study area.

On successful completion each scholar will be awarded acompletion certificate from the
Manaaki New Zealand Scholarships Programme.

When?

The Sustainable, Resilient and Productive Agri-Food Systems course timeline is as follows:

Applications Open Monday 17 August 2026
Appliealions Close Sunday 11 October 2026
Travel to New Zealand Week commencing 22 February 2027
Course Starl Date Monday 1 March 2027
Course Finish Date Tuesday 23 March 2027
Depart New Zealand Wednesday 24 Mavch 2027

g, TE KUNENGA | MASSEY Kapuhipuhl
SRS 1 PUREMUROA | UNIVERSITY Wellington Uni
. UNIVERSITY OF NEW ZEALAND Professional
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This course will be delivered on a full-time basis in Palmerston North, New Zealand.

Successful applicants should be available to travel to New Zealand the week prior to course
commencement and will receive an orientation on arrival. '

Who should attend?

This course is designed for mid-level government officials and middle managers from private
sector and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and university academies involved in
food systéms context with at least 5 years work experience in the relevant course sector.

Participants should have basic level computer literacy and numeracy skills and Intermediate
level English language proficiency.

To be eligible for a Manaaki New Zealand Scholarship, all the following statements must be
true:

+  TFrom the date my application is submitted, I will have lived in my country of
citizenship for the last two years or more.

Exception for diplomatic corps and their family: A member of the diplomatic
corps or a dependant of a member of the diplomatic corps, living outside their
own countyy, can apply for a Scholarship,
«  Taw not a citizen or permanent resident of any of the following countries:

New Zealand, Australia, Bahrain, Canada, any Europésn Union country, Ieeland,
Israel, Japan, Kuwait, Norway, Oman, Qatar, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Korea,
Switzerland, the United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom, or the United
States of America.
o [Exceptions: People from the following countries and territories are eligible to
apply: Timor-Leste-Portuguese dual citizens

I will be at Jeast 18 years old at the time I start the scholarship.

1 am not currently serving in the military.

Within the last five years, I have not had a New Zealand Scholarship terminated.

Applicants must also acknowlcdge and agree that:

*  They have received endorsement from their employer to attend this training
programme.

»  They expect to meet the academic entry requirements (including English
language requirements) for their planned training programme.

Course Schedule
Venue Massey University .
Duration Four-weeks, Palmerston North based programmae.
Class Times Monday 1o Friday, 9:00am ~ 4:00pm. Some weekend work,

Sessions include | Thematio prosentations and discussions, site visits, workshops, case-
studies, guest speakers, project work, reflections on previous day,

guestions and application.

& ¥ . TE KUNENGA | MASSEY B siesiaty
XI POREHUNOA | UIVERSITY Wellington Uni
UNIVERSITY OF NEW ZEALAND : Professional




MANAAKI '
NEW ZEALAND l@
@ SCHOLARSHIPS | Kwzgasane

Sustainable, Resilienl and Productive Agri-Food Systems
Module1 - [Market systems and value chains (concepts, performance, analysis)
Module 2 Corporate social and enviranmental responsibility
Module3  [Markel coordination, regulatory systems, and strategic partnerships
Module 4 Gvaluate the structure, organisation and performance of agri-food market
vstemns and value chains,
Module 5 |Digilz11 data and collection tools
Module 6 t,ow cnusf:mn. climate resilient, and consexvation agriculture innovations
nd practices
Module7  |Agritech solutions to facilitate climate smart agriculture
Module 8 [Interconnections between data, policy making and regulatory frameworks
lModulc 9 [Food quality and safety
h’lodulc 10 |Group project work and project evaluation
Key Learning Outcomes

By the end of the course the following Learning Outcomes will be delivered:

Deseribe different types of market systems, value chains in the food and agribusiness
industry across ASEAN member states,

Evaluate the structure, organisation and performance of agri-food market systems and
value chains.

Define and deseribe a warket system and value chain in the scholar’s own conntry
using relevant tools and frameworks.

Determine opportunities to strengthen agri-food market systems and value chains in
scholars’ countries, by drawing on their own experiences, and identifying market
coordination mechanisms, regulatory institutions, and strategic relationships.
Explain managerial approaches and technological innovations that are being used

to respond to changing customer preferences and to address major development
challenges.

Describe different types of sustainable climate-smart agriculture approaches.

Identify sustainable climate-smart agriculture approaches which can be applied in the
scholar's own country.

Determine opportunities to improve agriculture practices in scholars’ countrics to
make agrienltural systems more resilient to climate change, more productive while
reducing emissions, and more environmentdlly sustainable,

"

# o, T KUNENGA | MASSEY Kapuhipuhi
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Delivery & Programme Management

The course will be managed and supported by Massey University and will be led by Associate
Professor Ramilan Thiagarajah along with other academic experts from within the School of
Agriculture and Envitonment. Guest lecturers from from the Ministry of Primary Industries,
Plant and Food Research and the Ag Emissions Centre will also bebrought in to deliver on key
topics. The team of })rcsemm's are authorities in agribusiness, food safety, climate smart agri-
food systems and related value ch ain topics. ;

Associate Professor Ramilan Thiagarajah, Academic Lead

B Associale Professor Ramilan Thiagarajah is an agribusiness and food
i systems expert at Massey University's School of Agriculture and
| Eavironment. He holds a PhD in Agricultural and Resource Economics
2 from the University of Waikato, New Zealand. He has been the
| academic leader for the MFAT funded Agribusiness Value chain Conrse
for the ASEAN region, from 2017 to 2025. His work focuses on food
% systems transforniation and climate-smart and nubrition-sensitive
agricultural value chains. He has expertise in farm and food systems analysis by
developing whole farm household models and system dymamics modelling for value
chain analysis from market aind hioeconomic perspectives. For over twd decades, he has
actively engaged in bioeconomic modelling of food systems to enhance climate resilience
across Australasia; Africa, and Asia. Previously, as an International Seientist at CGIAR,
be was a resource person modelling climate smart agricultaral interventions for the West
African farm households. Currently, he is leading crucial research on estimating
abatement costs of green house gas mitigation options in dairy systems funded by the
New Zealand Ministry for Primary Industries.

Application
Applicants can apply via an online application form accessed through the Manaaki TSTTS
websile, : .

Enquiries

All enquiries should be directed to the Wellington Uni-Professional Scholarships team in the
first instanée,

Please direet queries to: manaaki-tstts@wup.ny, and inelude the course name and your
country in the subject line,

i . ‘ Képuhipuhl
W NENGA ! .
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Based on your responses you are eligible to apply for this programme - Sustainable, Resilient and Productive
Agri-Food Systems (1).

Please note to complete your application you will need to upload the following documents so p}eaae have
_them ready:

* A copy of the personal pages of your passport — note you must have a current passport to apply (an
alternative form of Government-issued photo identification is acceptable if spplying for an online course)

« A current cwrriculom vitae (CV) — in English

* A current job description stating your position title and outlining your responsibilities and duties — in
English.

+ A completed Employer Endorsement form - download a copy of this on the the TSTTS website - manaaki-
tstts.nz/how-to-apply

~ Wheve available, certified coples of your International English proficiency test results, such as International
English Langnage Testing System (IELTS) or Test of English as # Foreign Language (TOEFL), from within
the last 18 months

Please click the button below to start your application form.

Powered by Qualtrics (3
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