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&, ¢ WORLD TRADE
77 L7 ORGANIZATION

PUBLIC FORUM 2026

"Powering the future”
1 THEME AND DESCRIPTION

The theme of this year's Public Forum is Trade in Services, and it will examine its role as an engine
of development, a source of income, and a driver of job creation and empowerment woridwide,
particularty for women and young people.

The launch of the call for proposals and registration for participants has already been published,

2 FORMAT

o As in previous years, the Public Forum will be held exclusively in person.

o No virtual participation will be available for participants, speakers, or moderators. All
participants are therefore expected to be physically present. i

s Due to ongoing budgetary constraints, webcasting will be Hmited to two sessions per time
slot, in line with previous years.

« Participation costs, including travel and accommodation, are not covered by the WTO.

»  Sessions may include a maximum of five speakers, including the moderator.

e Sessions must be conducted in an official WTO language; interpretation will not be available.

3 DATES AND PROGRAMME
15-17 September 2026

The Public Forum will begin on 15 September at 10:00 with a plenary session jointly organised by
the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) and the Intermational Institute for Sustainable
Development (1ISD). This will be followed by the launch of the World Trade Report and a Presidential
Lecture. The day will conclude with a plenary hosted by the Peterson Institute for International
Economics. This high-level day is only made possible thanks to support of ICC and IISD.

On 16 and 17 September, there will be no plenary sessions. Activities will begin at 09:00, with a
total of eight sessions running in parallel across WTO meeting rooms and the atrium. The Library
will host the Trade Policy Hub on 16 September and the WTO Chairs Programme on 17 September.
This year, the duration of working sessions has been reduced from 75 minutes to 60 minutes, This
adjustment allows for a greater number of sessions within the programme,

4 SESSIONS ALLGCATION

A total of 84 sessions will be open for competition, During the selection process, we will ensure that
a plurality of voices is represented, including sessions organised by Members, civil society, business,
and other stakeholders. As in previous years, Members will be allocated 2 greater number of session
slots.




5 PROGPOSAL SUBMISEIORN AL SELECTION PRCCESS

To strengthen your propesal, we strongly encourage diversity aCress panels, including ggnder,
geographical representation, and perspectives. Please ensure that sessions are adequately diverse
and gender-balanced.

Proposals must be submitted online using the dedicated form on the Public Forum webpage and
require a myWTO login. Each proposal may only be submitted by a single myWTO user. If selected,
any subsequent changes or additional information must be provided by the original submitting user.

The deadline for submission is 23:59 (CET) on 15 June 2026. Applications received after this deadline
will not be considered.

The WTO is responsible for the selection process. Proposals will be assessed based on creativity,
relevance, and the diversity of panellists, The selection process will be finalised and communicated
by early July.

6 RECEPTIONS

Mernbers may organise receptions during the public Forum, subject to space availability. For further
details, please contact the Public Forum team.

7 CONTACTS

Email: pf26@wto.org
Focal poinis:

s Timothy Adamsaon
e Javier Gutiérrez

¢« Maryna Katiukha
o~ Shruti Lal
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