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Abstract

The study on Draft Community Forest Bili (B.E. ...) approved by the Royal Thai Government
on 22 May 2018 was aimed 1) to gather its information, procedures and technical development
2} to collect opinions of the community forest network members across the country to the Draft and
3) to analyze relevant issues, including appropriate size of community forest in different regions
through reviewing, secondary data documents gathering and questionnaires sampling from 398
community forestry network members nationwide. The result wos illustrated as @ helpful example
which provided better understanding in further relevant processes on Draft Community Forestry 8ill
development. In addition, most questionnaire respondents involved community forest activities
with state agencies (74.1%), and recognized the Draft (83.4%). Majority of samples (99.5%)
agreed that the Community Forest Bill should be entry into force as well as community forest
management, utilization and regulation drafted in the Bill were appropriated. Furthermore,
respondents showed high (77.6%) and moderate (22.2%) attention in related institutional
establishment and administration on a basis of the Draft. Also, appropriate size of a community
forest should not be exceed 2,000 rai upon geosocial, potential, community strength and
circumstances, individually. Moreover, the result recommended the Royal Forest Department (RFD) to
extend knowledge and understonding, and to gather all relevant stakeholders’ comments for
consideration of the Council of State and the National Legislative Assembiy. Including, RFD should
speed up the completion of related secondary laws and regulations, and reform the Community
Forest Management Bureau applicable with the valid Community Forest Act. Additionally, research
on proportion of conservation and utilization area in community forests is needed as well as

biodiversity and production capacity of community forests.
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