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Gulding Principles and Objectives for Negotiating the Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership

Recognizing the ASEAN Framework for Regional Comprehensive EconomicPartnership (RCEP), the
objective of launching RCEP negotiations i3 fo achieve a modern, comprehensive, high-quality and
mutually beneficlal economic parinership agreement among the ASEAN Member States and ASEAN's FTA
Pariners, RCEP will cover frade In goods, trade in services, investment economic and fechnical
cooperation, Intellectual property, compstition, dispute seftlement and other issues,

Negotiations for the RCEP will recognize ASEAN Céntrality in the emerging regional economic architecture
and the interests of ASEAN's FTA Parlners in supporting and contributing to economic integration,
equitable econcmic davelopment and strengthening economic cooperation among the parlicipaling

countrles.

RCEP negotiations will be guided by the following principles:
% The RCEP will be consistent with the WTO, including GATT Article XXIV and GATS Article V,

2, The RCEP will have broader and deeper engagement with significant improvements over the
existing ASEAN+1 FTAs, while recognizing the individual and diverse circumstances of the parlicipating

countries.

3 The RCEP will include provisions fo facilitate trade and investment and o enhance fransparency in
trade and investment relations between the participating countries, as well as to facilitate the participating

countries’ engagement in global and regional supply chains.

4, Taking into consideration the diffarent levels of development of the participaling countries, the
RCEP will include appropriate forms of flexibility including provision for special and differential treatment,
plus addifonal flexibiity to the least-developed ASEAN Member States, consistent with the existing

ASEAN+1FTAs, as applicable.

5. The ASEAN+1 FTAs and the bilateral/plurilateral FTAs between and emong participaling countries
will continue to exist and no provision in the RCEP agreement will detract from the terms and conditions in

these bilateral/plurilaters] FTAs between and among the participating countries.

8. Any ASEAN FTA Partner that did not parficipate in the RCEP negotiations at ths outset would be
allowed to join the negotiations, subject to terms and conditions that would be agreed with all other
parficipaling countrles. The RCEP agreement will also have an open accession clause to enable the
parficipafion of any ASEAN FTA pariner that did not participate In the RCEP negotiafions and any other
external economic partners after the completon of the RCEP negoliations.

f. Provisions for technical assistance and capacity building may be made availablg, building upon the
ASEAN+1 FTAs, to the developing and least-dsveloped countries participating in the RCEP to enable all

1
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parties to fully parficipate in the negotiations, implement obligations under the RCEP and enjoy the benefits
from the RCEP.

8. The negotiations on trade in goods, trade in services, Investmant and other areas will be conducted
in parallel lo ensure & comprehensive and balanced outcome,

l. TRADE IN GOODS

The RCEP will aim at progressively eliminating tariff and non-tarfif barriers on substantially all trade In
goods in order o establish a free trade area among the parties.

Tariff negotiafions will be conducted on a comprehensive basls, Such negotiations should aim to achieve
the high level of tariff liberalizetion, througn building upon the existing liberalization levels between RCEP
parlicipating countries and through tariff elimination on a high percentage of both tariff lines and trade
value. The scheduling of tariff commitments should seek to maximize the benefits of regional economic
integration.

Priority will be attached to early tariff efimination on producls of interest to the least developed ASEAN
Member States. !

II. TRADE IN SERVICES

The RCEP will be comprehensive, of high quality and substantially eliminate restricions andjor
discriminatory measures with respect to trade in services between the RCEP participating countries.

Rules and obligations on trade in services under the RCEP wili be consistent with the General Agresment
on Trade in Services (GATS) and will be dirscted towards achisving [iberalization commitments building on
the RCEP participating countries’ commitments under the GATS and the ASEAN+1 FTAs, All sectors and

modes of supply will be subject to negotiations.
(I, INVESTMENT

The RCEP will aim at creating a liberal, facilitative, and competitive investment environmént in the ragion,
Negolations for investment under the RCEP will cover the four pillars of promotion, protection, facllitation

and liberalization.

*4s daleminad by b citena issued by ECOS0C's Comnilies for Develepment Pelicy.
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v, ECONOMIC AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION

Economic and technical cooperation under the RCEP will aim at narrowing development gaps among the
parties and maximizing mutual benefils from the implementation-of the RCEP agresment. The economic
and technical cooparation provisions in the RCEP will build upon existing economic cocperation
arrangements between ASEAN and ASEAN's FTA partners participating in the RCEP, Cooperation

cfivities should include electronic commerce and other areas that would be mutually agreed upon by the

RCEP participating countries,
V. INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

The texton intsllsctual property in the RCEP will aim to reduce IP-related barriers to trade and investment
by pramoling economic integration and cooperation in the utilization, protection and enforcement of

intellectual property rights.
VI, COMPETITION

Provisions on compefition will form the basis for parfies to cooperate in the promotion of compefition,
economic efficiency, consumer welfare and the curtaiiment of anti-competitive practices while cognizant of
the significant differences in the capacity and national regimes of RCEP participating countries In the area

of competition.
VIl DISPUTE SETTLEMENT

The RCEP will include a dispute setilement mechanism that would provide an effective, efficient and
transparent process for consultations and dispute resolution,

VIIL. OTHER ISSUES

The RCEP negoliations will consider including other issues covered by FTAs among RCEP participating
countries, which may be identified and mutually agreed in the course of negoliations, and take into account
new and emerging Issues relevant to business realifies.

The RCEP negotiations will commence in sarly 2013 and aim to complete by end-2015,

Tk ks s bk

.'I 4



wnansidendnnisluuazngUsyasde inisdanisalunnas RCEP

= = at -
4= imq»‘nn.q:mqq.mf\a'ﬁs‘wma|m|n"r-:;‘-
e

NiavsaviunasN
(RCEP) Ineflinqussasdiomsiasaliiinnadusasdngauaslilifunaysslomismiunndannas

£y ]

RCEP izwﬁw'ﬁsmﬂam%ﬂluqﬁﬂ'ma'u%au LasyiudluunnIsAasa ey RCEP %wxﬂ'samqm

4

Faamsfmaui nsfuing nsamu iasegiauasnissandiesunade niwddumallygn ms

1w L &
BUITU NITTEZIVUVBDWNN LLﬂBU'ﬁBLﬁUE}u‘]

1319397903838 mIU RCEP azuamsiisnnuduaudnaiuasendousalasiaiimiaasugia
aneatulndlugiinig waglasuanuaulanniudiunnisanaiondeulnldiunsatvayuuaziin

' =i a a v a [ a | =5 w ' v '
ﬂ']'ﬁ‘ljuimqﬂ?'ﬁ?"]ﬂtwaﬂ'ﬁwwu']Lﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂ%lﬁmﬂfﬂ“mﬂuﬂu LLﬁB'i'lll.'ﬂE]ﬂ'U'EJEJ'IQLTJNLL%Q?SW'J']QUT%LWFI

AN

vanmsiall Usznausie

. RCEP a¥mpaulumn WTO, GATT 98 b uaz GATS U0 &

lo. RCEP asilmmmunefintauazaineazdonfianoghaiiud ey mmﬁﬁaq’lum'sﬁwm%'
ASEAN+1 lunnusifisafusesnsymindsanimundeuiiuanansfuvesusanaiidngu

o. RCEP 2y amiinisdiuaemnuayain sMumsé uasnisamu wasyiulyauionulussla
Tunsfuasnisamulifduiusnwidatuseninswsemaiidin uavdrursanuazainysemne
aundnlédidrsan anumengnaumngUseans AesviliAndiuseaniaim ludunisndauasnsdnds
Audievinsanduandudnfeddeviagnitlussiulanuassedugiine

« Fsanisssiunisimuniiuandiurestsemaandn 81 RCEP asasaunquiiagusng
ﬁ’mqﬁmmsawiamiﬁmmjuiﬁ ﬂuﬁ‘:qmﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁaaiwﬂmw WazlANAaAY ﬁwﬁgammﬁmmjmﬁmﬁu
Ag ASEAN member state fimuioeiian aeandasiuniséiad ASEAN+1 deflufdRamuan
M3ALES ASEAN+1uazssAuviniA /mymidszninsUssmesaseguasuaslifitedmunludonnas
RCEP aznauetaendinimuauazdaululunnsdiad lusssuninid/mnntd

& \wansANaS ASEAN+1uasseduningd /myanfiseninasumaiifidusnesasagsioly
wazliiifarimunludannas RCEP aznouoanainimuawardeulvluwnnisdnad usesuni
AA/vMmanA

o, fudnduq illdfdsaslunisiasen RCEP luszzusnmisagldSuaugnld ddnly
nstsIReseIuimuakasaulufiveanasiulsemedy 9 o wiisdaldiustinsiduni
AusamaansAias ASEAN Faiildfidiusiulunisiasan RCEP ynrau wavudmmaAsugan

BYABUBNNGN MIINTTITINATIAUSY




o, Amrawieninumata warlinaiuainsn e liAntuld Yuegiuiwnnisii
=4 a -Jﬂar L) = ' ' 8 oar oA v s = & 8 v =
W3 ASEAN+1FTA Audsgimaniidiusindeegseninidninuazdesimuniialabiussmneana

ﬂ‘: .J = i i | 73 ﬁl v
VMR LADNISHAIUTINAIUNSEVTwasNanauununels RCEP

&. NMITIWNIAFUM M3AUTNIT maamuuagludiudug azaniiunsguuuliie

a ud') i O l:J = ; ar @ L =
vbiluladnadwsiiinduaugaiuiunisuseiuanudemie

e
Usziay
@ v
®. NIIANEUAN
e as = = ' - = g o w v oa v -
RCEP sjaann1Buaynillintd Jaluarsedrdny Tunsadudluunnsdiasviunans
ot = i S W v o o =Y o = i o
AR M39T9NTInE FejanTsbivseavanudisalumsilaaidunsivunniSseninasewad
v o s =l L A t\l: - :J =R a =l L]
et Ltasm'ﬁmwnw'i,uam'ﬂ%’aﬂaswgwmmwmmammLﬂaau‘lmwmwnmamwmwa:s&am
n1s3Mm Femnamnanidmsezadedamalsylenigaanliunaudngiinig
lo. N1SAIUTNIS
U3N15n15A1 RCEP TATOUARNAUAMA M uaznisidaderivun uay wie MLdenU{us
Tns@iladainisusnIsnIsAsenITeUsewmaanIdn
I3 = A s 13 - : 1 v |2 o o n'»
nginaunuarsuilisuieanunIsAuinsmeld RCEP svsimsannmdasiundnnisylivas
N1SAIUINIT (GATS) sﬁmzﬁmﬂﬁﬁuﬁamwﬁwL%@ﬁ’lum%'ﬁmumﬁa@nﬁmLLdam%nma'Lﬁ GATS way
WANTSALES ASEAN+1
. N1TAINY
RCEP QJwialﬁﬁLa?mwﬁmmiamuLaa::mm-dﬁumaﬁmﬁaLméfauluqﬁmﬂ
@ ANUTINEaAATYgRauaznATln
1 1] 1 U A Q‘ ar U ' E 7
ianterinseninnd uaviefaniulildsunausslomigean audonnas RCEP s
¥ [ i s i v v = | =) | i
WssgAanslazimatianasTlaiuszwinondou meldwanmsiasendsy anusiuiiaianisa
: d a2 a e v oa ¢ a a = o )
muaaaLam‘n5aunamig3mnn'ﬁma'[.vrmmmwaﬂw‘[wuqaqm waznugininduy ielitonnasly
ASMINI1AENY
& nindaunalyn ysanguassadmunisiuaznisamu Tnsmsafuayuliiinysanns
i & o e o
Ausdanuianisuntdaminddumatlygn

I = | = a (. - ar (=P (=3 Lo i
o. nsutedy WinmAdudatuudady tieiuussssaninmmansusin uavatadinig un

7))
o
>

al = & = 1 o e o e = e
o. Mssziudeiwm RCEP misssiutafinm yovnnalaifiuss@vsam UssAnsua uay

nssuIuMsAUsala



-m-
2 o o a ¢ o o u ) v = o 1 e
. U‘izm’ua‘u'] RCEP 1n15NATUNIUTLAUNLNEITDINULYANITANLEAS hae RCEP Y3UNUNY
v | = [ v £ = a
PBANAINTTLVTITIAINNITHLD LLﬁS‘LJ'iSLﬁULiQﬂ'}UﬂﬁﬂQLLm’UﬂWULﬁ‘i'l!}gﬂﬁﬂ'l'ﬂﬂ‘ﬁl’l RCEP ﬂ?iL?NﬁU’LU

full 2013 wavliiasaauysallul 2015




